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Little Women
A

Little Women by American Louisa May Alcott was published in
1868 and remains one of the most beloved children’s novels of
all time. The story begins in winter in a town somewhere in
New England during the time of the American Civil War. It
follows the lives of four sisters in a poor family, Meg, Jo, Beth,
and Amy, as they transition from childhood to womanhood
over the course of several years.
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Throughout the story, the four ‘little women’ face all manner of difficulties and challenges,
including the absence of their father, who is at war and also falls ill, sickness among
themselves, getting in trouble at school, gossip among the community, and working at a young
age to contribute to their family’s rough financial situation. One of the four, Beth, even passes
away from disease. The young women also achieve beautiful things, from falling in love and
marrying to publishing books and finding companionship in their sisterhood. In sum, Little
Women is a real-life tale that highlights both the good and the bad in the female experience of
reaching adulthood.
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The novel ends in a rather unresolved manner. The reader never learns who some of the
women will marry. At a time when marriage was considered the main goal for women, it is
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thought that Alcott’s decision to leave the reader hanging was one of the book’s greatest
appeals. Readers could also identify with the domestic setting of the novel and the four
personality types of the women, Meg being the beautiful one, Jo the tomboy, Beth the
musician, and Amy the artist.
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Vocabulary #F=FkEEE
1. absence (n) the condition of not being in a place “R{F > &

The students often misbehaved in the absence of the teacher.
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2. gossip (n) conversation about others when they are not around, especially about matters that aren’ t
confirmed to be true [HEE > Bk » RS 2558
Dave is not a fan of gossip so he doesn’t say much when we talk about others.
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3. contribute (v) to give some money for something 5 (#k) ; 8Bk » EEL
The government will contribute $S1 million to the organization.
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4. companionship (n) a feeling of friendship 4 :H ; 221 + (= RE{&
Jerry really enjoyed Lisa’s companionship when they traveled to Egypt together.
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5. highlight (v) focus on or emphasize (EEEE » {H2eH ; @
The CEO highlighted the company’s recent successes in his presentation.

AR R T ok X ST IR R S

6. unresolved (adj) not fixed or resolved HREL L SRR

Even after the long talk, the couple still had many unresolved problems.
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7. appeal (n) the quality of being attractive or interesting (usually for a thing or activity) GV

Nicolas really doesn’t see the appeal of American football.
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8. tomboy (n, slang) a girl/woman who is boyish/manly BIZ A A EH IR

The students sometimes call Chloe a tomboy because she has short hair and loves sports.
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Phrases and Sentence Patternsta] g
1. sth. happens + over the course of + period of time (sentence pattern) %471 ---(HF#[H)

The mom gave the chocolates to her son one at a time over the course of several weeks.
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2. all manner of (phr) all kinds of &FX&EEHY > &FEMY

All manner of household goods are sold at this chain store.
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3. pass away (phrasal verb) die ( BEE ) W > it
The boy’s hamster passed away when it was two years old.
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4. leave sb. hanging (phr) to leave somebody waiting and wanting to finish something (or know the rest of

something) mIFEATO ) HEET
Don’t leave me hanging, Frank! Please tell me the rest of your story!
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5. sb. + identify with + sb. (sentence pattern) sb. can feel the same way as sb. (often a character in a
story/movie) e B
Olivia really identifies with the main character in the movie because she has faced similar struggles in her life.
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