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What Is a Hashtag and How Does it Work?
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If you use social media, you have probably seen hashtags. But what exactly is a hashtag? And
why do we use them?
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Before ‘hashtag’ became a common term, the hash (#)
was known as the pound sign or number sign. That
changed in 2007 when Twitter began to use it to
organize topics. The hash turns any words after it into a
link that can be clicked.
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By clicking on a hashtag, you can see all the posts about that topic. Hashtags also allow you to

join the conversation. For example, if you’re posting about Disney movies, including the
hashtag #Disneymovies will help you connect with others who are posting about the same
thing.
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Creating a hashtag is simple. You don’t need any
special knowledge or software. Simply put a hash in
front of the words that you want to make into a
hashtag. Hashtags can be used anywhere in the text of
your post. However, it’s important to note that
hashtags do not support spaces or special characters
like commas or question marks.
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Although hashtags began on Twitter, they are now used widely on all social media sites. This is
because they are a great way to promote content and increase the number of people who see
your posts.
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Vocabulary {538
1. social (adj) involving talking to and spending time with people ey AR GRS
Jeff is so busy that he has no time for a social life.
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2. organize (v) to put in a certain order 4H%% ; BZHH  Z2kE
The teacher told the class to organize the books.

LRSI S AR

3. post (v) to publish information or images (online) FIIE 5 &40
Many people are not shy about posting their opinions.
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4. software (n) programs used to run a computer  HtEe

A lot of software can be downloaded from the Internet for free.
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5. simply (adv) nothing more than what is stated  {E£{E ; H& ; B4l
He simply stopped playing sports.
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6. character (n) a symbol (letter or number) used in writing  (EE) £79% » Fi8  EF

Twitter allows up to 280 characters per post.
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7. promote (v) to attract public attention  HEE 5 HESH » {T55

The government wants to promote local businesses.
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Phrases and Sentence Patternst] &2
1. By+V-ing:++, S+V:-- FaH---(U778) > i + B

By exercising every day, you can build up stronger muscles.
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2.the number of ---1YEE /8 H

Try to guess the number of apples still on the tree.
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3.turnAinto B HE AR B

Solar panels turn sunlight into electricity.
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Exercise R84 ERE
1. The school has many events for the students to make friends.
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2. My mother taught me to my clothes by color.
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3. Sometimes | wish Miriam would stop so many pictures of her dog.
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4. The computer shut down suddenly because of a error.
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5. The reason we didn’t go to your party in the park was because of the rain.
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6. | couldn’t read the menu because it was written in Japanese
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7. The new model cars are being widely on television.
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Comprehension Questions BB fiZ
1. Which of the following statements is true according to the article?

a. Hashtags started in newspapers to organize information.
b. Hashtags started on Twitter in 2007.

. Hashtags were started by Disney to promote movies.

. Hashtags started on Facebook in 2007.
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2. What can you NOT include in a hashtag?
a. Spaces

b. Special characters

c. Question marks

d. All of the above
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