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Battle of Thermopylae
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In 2006, the film 300 showed the famous battle between
the Greek soldiers of the city of Sparta and the invading
Persian army. Although the Persians have hundreds of
thousands of warriors, the 300 Greeks are able to fight
successfully for several days until they are finally betrayed.
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The movie is exciting and dramatic, but in fact, the war between Greece and Persia was real,
and this battle actually occurred. But how true is the film?
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In 480BC, more than 100,000 Persian soldiers attacked Greece at a point called Thermopylae.
The name means “hot gates,” because it was a very narrow spot between the mountains and
the sea. However, while the movie is called 300 because of the number of Spartans fighting, in_
reality, there were probably closer to 6000 Greeks from different cities. The movie also shows
the soldiers half naked while fighting, but of course real soldiers from the ancient world wore
lots of heavy armor to protect their bodies and heads.
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1= ' —=Finally, although the Spartans and their king are killed at
the end of the movie, they are described saving Greece. However, historians today agree that
the real Battle of Thermopylae was really just a Persian victory. Their army later moved on to
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destroy many parts of Greece, including the major city of Athens.
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In short, although 300 is an exciting movie, it is probably a bad idea to try and learn history

from Hollywood.
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Vocabulary #F=FilgiEe

1. invade (v) to a country with an army £ A > 2%

World War 2 really began when Germany invaded Poland.
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2. betray (v) to give help or information to an enemy ¥y : &

Juliette felt betrayed when her best friend told her secret to the whole class.
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3. dramatic (adj) very exciting or impressive EXEIHY » BYEITERY ¢ Fomd (& HY
Visiting the castle during the thunderstorm was very dramatic.
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4. occur (v) to happen #4= ; HIH
The fire started so quickly that no one was really sure what had occurred.
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5. naked (adj) not having any clothes #EESHY 5 FZEEAY
To practice their skills, many artists prefer to paint naked people.
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6. armor (n) heavy clothing or metal worn to protect someone from an attack 725

Police and soldiers often wear armor to keep them safe.
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7. historian (n) a person who studies the past JE5EL5Z

Historians often argue about what caused events in the past.
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Phrases and Sentence Patternst] &2
1. in reality (phr) actually E[Z I




The zoo seemed like a fun place, but in reality, Jenna felt sad seeing the animals in cages.
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2. in short (phr) to conclude or summarize &= 0 =2

Although there are many different things to learn for the test, in short, it is important to read the textbook.
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Exercise =RBSEERE
1. There are so many ants in my house. It is like they are us.
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2. The soldier his country and joined the enemy army.
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3. The movie was so . | was really surprised by the ending.
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4. Something that made Rachel suddenly want to quit her job.
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5. Everyone must wear a swimsuit to the pool. You can not swim
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6. The arrow hit Adrian, but he was saved by his
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7.1f lwere a , | would like to study ancient China.
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8. Many people believe that Iceland is cold, but , it can be quite warm.
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9. , there are many things we need to do to protect the planet.
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1. invading
2. betray
3. dramatic
4. occurred
5. naked



6. armor
7. historian
8. in reality
9. In short

Comprehension Questions BB fiZ
1. Which of the following is true about the Battle of Thermopylae?

a. The Greek army defeated the Persian soldiers.

b. There were many more Persian soldiers than Greeks.

c. There were only 300 Greek soldiers fighting there.

d. The Persians did not try to attack Greece after the battle.

2. What would a historian probably say about the film 3007
a. It is exciting, but not very accurate.

b. It shows exactly what happened at the real battle.

c. The Battle of Thermopylae did not really happen.

d. It does a good job showing exactly how soldiers fought in the past.
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