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Would You Like to Have Two Husbands or Wives?
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Throughout history, the concept of marriage has
always meant a lifelong bond between two
people, right? Well, not exactly. In many
traditional societies, people may have more than
one husband or wife. This kind of marriage is
called polygamy.
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There are two kinds of polygamy. The first, and more common of the two, is called polygyny.
This involves one man with multiple wives. In this past, polygyny was the norm in many
cultures, including Polynesia and ancient Greece. Today, it is still legal in many African countries
and a few parts of Asia. The arguments for polygyny are mainly economic: since women do
most of the farming in those countries, men with multiple wives can farm more land and
achieve greater wealth. For women, however, polygyny is usually a raw deal. It can result in
jealousy, conflicts, and the spread of diseases such as AIDS.
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The second kind of polygamy, called polyandry, occurs
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when a woman has more than one husband. One common case is that a woman marries two
or more brothers at once. Studies show that this most often happens in places with scarce land
or resources, such the high mountain regions of China, Nepal, and India. If all the brothersin a
family marry the same woman, then their family’s land, which is already small, will not be
further divided.
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Vocabulary $F=ZhEiEE
1. concept (n) an idea that explains something & ~ Bl:&

The concept of gravity was first explained by Newton.

05 [ TR B FE g F B A I LARR B -

2. bond (n) a connection H%E

The two colleagues developed a strong bond while working together on the project.
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3. involve (v) have orinclude A~ P& A~ {HEE
The accident involved more than six vehicles.
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4. norm (n) what is considered normal is called “the norm” F&E -~ i

This band’s music was quite different than the norm in the 1960s.
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5. scarce (adj) lacking or hard to find =AY ~ RNERY & ~ #/0HY

Because food and water were becoming scarce in the region, the tribe decided to move their village elsewhere.
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6. divide (v) split or separate/mathematics word, like 8 divided by four=2 4358 ~ 79F% ~ 497 5 bR

The cake was divided into 20 pieces so that everybody would get a piece.
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Phrases and Sentence Patternsa Y&k
1. argument for/against sth. (phr) an argument that supports or rejects sth. </ FfamEhL - & ¥ 5mEBL

There are many arguments against smoking, but the main one is that it can destroy one’s health.
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2. araw deal (idiom) an instance of bad or unfair treatment (1)~ 374

The new longer working hours were a raw deal for all the employees.
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3. at once (phr) immediately/at the same time 170 ~ & _F ; [EHER]
It’s amazing that James can eat a hamburger, chat with his friend online, and do his homework all at once.
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